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Dear Dr. Estabrook: 


In your letter of October 14th you raise 
‘several questions rolating to the examination and licensing of appl.ie 
cents by the Soard of Chiropractic Examiners. Your letter resulted 
from our telephone conversation of the same date in the course of 
which thsse questions wera discussed, Ve understand that you are 
primarily concernad with those chiropractors who charge patients on 
the so-called G.P.C. system, G.P.C. is that type of donation systen 
under wnich the practitioner permits patients to pay for services on 
a donation basis. No specific Lees are charged. \ 


Vio umerstand that most G.P.C. chiroprace- 
tors aro graduates of the Fabner School of Chiropractic. In your letter 
you state that the Palmer School of Chiropractic meets the educational 
standards o1 NSA 316. You request our advice as to whether the Board 
ef Chiropractic Examiners may deny examination and licensure to gradu- 
ates of the school. In our opinion the Board mey not deny examination 
to Palmer graduates. ESA 316 can in no way be construed as precluding | 
examination and licensure to graduates of a school meeting svecified 
educational standards nerely because somo rraduates of the school are 
G.P.C. practitioners. In an opinion to your hoard dated May 22, 1958, 
Assistant Attorney General John J. Zimmerman ruled that the Board of 
Chiropractic Examiners has no power to regulate the fees charged by 
chiropractors, or to set minimum fees for chiropractic services, Deny= 
4ng licensure to Palmer graduates would constitute an attempt to do ine 
directly that which under the law cannot be done directly, 


You also ask whether applicants for examina- 
tion can be required to sign a pledge obliging them to live up to the 
Code of Ethics of The New Hampshire Chiropractic Association. We are 
aware of the recent controversy existing as a result of action by the 
New Hampshire Chiropractic Association in ousting G.P.C. chiropractors 
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for failure to comply with the schedule: of minimum fees established 
in the Coco of Ethics of the Association. To the extent that the 
pledge to which you refer would purport to bind applicants to comply 
with the minimum fee schedule we are of the opinion that it 4s not 


-authorized by law, 


You also ask whether the Board has the 
right to interrogate applicants so as to establish whether or not 
they intond to practice under the G.P.C. system, and if 60, to refuse 
examination to those indicating that they have such intentions, This 
question is also answered in the negative. 


In surmary and of general application to 
all of these questions wo adviso that the Board of Chiropractic Examine 
ers is without authority to either directly or indirectly establish a 
schidule of minim fees, or to take any action which would deny duly 
qualified chiropractors the rirht to practice in this state because 
they charge on the G.P.C. system, . 


You also ask whethar the Roard of Chiro- 
practic Examiners is legally ermowored to temporarily postpone an exe 
auination, Wo assume that this question is not related to the G.P.C. 
controversy. Tho Board is required to conduct exaninations, but the 
law does not specify tho exact tine or dates when thos? examinations 
must he given. We are aware of no provision which would provont the 
Eoard from postponing an examination. Ag long as exaninations are 
given at reasonable tines wita proper advance notice to the applicants — 


xe believe that the spocifia date is largely within the discrotion of 
the Doard, : 


43 you requested on the tolerhone we are 
sending a copy of this letter to the other board mumbers and to Dr, 
Charles W, Anderson, 37 Court Streat, Exetor, New Hampshire, 


Very truly yours, 


| 


ilncr T. Bourque 
Assistant Attorney General 
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